April 19th, 2020

Open Invitation: From the Center to the Cliﬀ

Reflection Questions (please use these individually or in groups)
Sermon Questions:
1.When you receive information that pushes up against your existing view of yourself and the
world, how do you respond?
2.Pray for the Church today. Pray that we will be faithful in our worship, aware of the movement
of the Spirit, and full of faith that God can reach anyone and do anything.
3.Have you unintentionally tried to "tame" Jesus?
4.Ask God to help you resist the desire to return evil with evil, but instead to "overcome evil with
good."
Additional Questions:
5.Do you think our culture has an attitude of reflection or defense when hearing other views and
perspectives? What do you have? How might you listen to “the other side” better?
6.How might you live you life so that when people see it, they will say, “now I know?” How can
you be prophetic with your actions towards others?

Devotional Reading & Inward Reflection
• Luke 4:22-30 | The crowd was angry because Jesus spoke words that were diﬃcult to hear.
In a sense, he was calling them out. How well do you handle prophetic words? Pray that God
would ease your spirit into hearing hard things that may shape you in the end.
• 1 Kings 17:7-24 | Recall a time when the Lord provided for you beyond your wildest
imagination. Allow this reflection to provide a posture of gratitude in your life.
• 2 Kings 5 | Recall a time when the Lord healed you beyond your wildest imagination. Allow
this reflection to provide a posture of praise in your life.

Self-Care Disciplines (Excerpts from Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster)
March Discipline: Service | Selectivity & Function (p.129)
If true service is to be understood and practiced, it must be distinguished clearly from “self-righteous
service.” This month, we will look at several of these diﬀerences. Pray that God would allow you to
find opportunities for “true service” in your life.
Self-righteous service picks and chooses whom to serve. Sometimes the high and powerful are
served because that will ensure a certain advantage. Sometimes the low and defenseless are served
because that will ensure a humble image. True service is indiscriminate in its ministry. It has heard
the command of Jesus to be the “servant of all” (Mark 9:35). Brother Francis of Assisi notes in a
letter, “Being the servant of all, I am bound to serve all and administer the balm-bearing words of my
Lord.”
Self-righteous service is temporary. It functions only while the specific acts of service are being
performed. Having served, it can rest easy. True service is a life-style. It acts from ingrained patterns
of living. It springs spontaneously to meet human needs.
Note: Don’t let these burden you each week. Please engage only if you feel it would be beneficial in
caring for yourself. Sometimes self-care involves giving yourself a break, even from self care disciplines.

