March 29, 2020

The Walk Pt. 5: Witnesses

Reflection Questions (please use these individually or in groups)
Sermon Questions:
1.Is the idea of being a witness, or ambassador, for Jesus intimidating? Scary? Why or why
not?
2.Take a moment to put the words of Jesus into practice and pray that God would send more
workers into the harvest field. And, ask how He might be leading you to be one of those
workers.
3.Thank God for the people who were "witnesses" in your journey toward Jesus.
4.Ask God to give wisdom to our church as we seek to be a signpost for, and foretaste of, the
Kingdom of God for the "sheep without shepherds" in our community.
Additional Questions:
5.How might you be an ambassador to Jesus in your everyday life? What behaviors, attitudes,
actions, characteristics, etc. need to be more fully formed into Christ-likeness? How might
you pursue changing those things once identified?

Devotional Reading & Inward Reflection
• Acts 1:8 | Have you ever had the opportunity to share a testimony to what God has done in
your life? Pray about who God might be leading you to share this with?
• 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 | The pressure is oﬀ as you witness to others as an ambassador of
Jesus. Pray that the Spirit would give you wisdom and patience as you share.
• Matthew 9:35-38 | Is your witnessing fueled by compassion or simply a desire to have others
believe what you believe? Compassion and an ongoing discipling relationship are key
elements to being an ambassador.
• Matthew 28:19-20 | Are you more focused on making “converts” or “disciples?” It is better to
make one disciple than a thousand converts!

Self-Care Disciplines (Excerpts from Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster)
March Discipline: Submission | The Broken & The World (p.123)
Submission and service function concurrently. Hence, much of the practical outflow of submission
will come in the next month (service). There are, however, seven acts of submission that we should
draw attention to. There will be one or two mentioned each week in the month of March.
The sixth act of submission is to the broken and despised. In every culture there are the “widows
and orphans”; that is, the helpless, the undefended (James 1:27). Our first responsibility is to be
among them. Like St. Francis in the thirteenth century and Kagawa in the twentieth, we must
discover ways to identify genuinely with the downtrodden, the rejected. There we must live the
cross-life.
The seventh act of submission is to the world. We live in an interdependent, international community.
We cannot live in isolation. Our environmental responsibility, or the lack of it, aﬀects not only the
people around the world but generations yet to be born. Starving aﬀects us. Our act of submission is
a determination to live as a responsible member of an increasingly irresponsible world.
Note: Don’t let these burden you each week. Please engage only if you feel it would be beneficial in
caring for yourself. Sometimes self-care involves giving yourself a break, even from self care disciplines.

