Jan. 19, 2020

Open Invitation: Not the One

Reflection Questions (please use these individually or in groups)
Sermon Questions:
1.Do you look expectantly for God to do "immeasurably more" than you ask or imagine? Why or
why not?
2.What words, phrases or ideas would you use to describe the "worthiness" of Jesus?
3.Invite the Holy Spirit to bring cleansing fire into your life, that you might be purified and
prepared for mission.
4.Does the worthiness and power of Jesus encourage you to speak boldly? Why or why not?
Ask God to grow boldness in you while also helping you discern how/when to wisely rebuke
others.
Additional Questions:
5.Have you ever compromised your morals in order to get closer to power? Why do you think
humans are often obsessed with power and control? Is this the way of Jesus?

Devotional Reading & Inward Reflection
• Luke 3:15-20 | Are there certain things in your life that you are trying to baptize with “water”
instead of “fire?” Is it possible change is not happening in your life because of this?
• Malachi 3:1-5 | Do you believe that the purpose for refinement is to make you like silver or
gold? In other words, are you okay with going through the possibly painful process of
refinement in order to be made pure?
• Matthew 13:24-30 | Is it possible that “weeds” are growing within you alongside the “wheat?”
How does this happen?
• Acts 7:51-60 | In what ways does Stephen stand up to the powerful (read all ch. 7 for full
context)? What are you willing to sacrifice to stay true to your beliefs?

Self-Care Disciplines (Excerpts from Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster)
January Discipline: Simplicity | Money (p.79-80)
The Christian discipline of simplicity is an inward reality that results in an outward lifestyle. Both the
inward and the outward aspects of simplicity are essential. We deceive ourselves if we believe we
can possess the inward reality without it having a profound eﬀect on how we live. To attempt to
arrange an outward life-style of simplicity without the inward reality leads to deadly legalism.
Experiencing the inward reality liberates us outwardly. Speech becomes truthful and honest. The lust
for status and position is gone because we no longer need status and position. We cease from
showy extravagance not on the grounds of being unable to aﬀord it, but on the grounds of principle.
Our goods become available to others.
In our aﬄuent culture, we serve the god of wealth. We treat the rich as celebrities and build false
promises that more money = more happiness. However, more money usually leads to more stuﬀ and
more stuﬀ steadily squeezes God out of the equation. Jesus even challenged the rich young ruler to
give away all his possessions in order to follow Jesus. What areas in your life has money become an
idol? Are you willing to be generous with the wealth you have obtained to help others?
Note: Don’t let these burden you each week. Please engage only if you feel it would be beneficial in
caring for yourself. Sometimes self-care involves giving yourself a break, even from self care disciplines.

