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Altars Calling

Main Text: Genesis 12:4-9
4 So

Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out
from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all
the possessions they had accumulated and the people they
had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of
Canaan, and they arrived there. 6 Abram traveled through
the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.

Main Text: Genesis 12:4-9

7 The

Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I
will give this land.” So he built an altar there to
the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he went
on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an
altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 9 Then
Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.
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Fresh Start, Late Start

• Abram starts his own journey at the age of 75.
• At the age of 75, are any of us ready to
begin a fresh chapter of life that will require
risk, energy, perseverance and potential
battles with enemies?
• To be fair, based on how long Abram will
live, this is only about 43% of the way into life. So, age 3335 for us today.
• If you think God might be done moving you and using you
because you’ve reached a certain age or place in life, you
are most definitely wrong.

Small Details

• If you’re off by only a single degree…
• After 1 foot, you’ll be off by 0.2 inch.
• After 100 yards, you'll be off by 5.2 feet.
• After a mile, you'll be off by 92.2 feet.
• After traveling from San Francisco to L.A., you'll be off
by 6 miles.
• Going from San Francisco to Washington, D.C., you'd
end up on the other side of Baltimore, 42.6 miles away.
• Traveling around the globe from Washington, DC, you'd
miss by 435 miles and end up in Boston.

Small Details

• If you’re off by only a single degree…
• In a rocket going to the moon, you'd be 4,169 miles off
(nearly twice the diameter of the moon).
• Going to the sun, you'd miss by over 1.6
million miles (nearly twice the diameter of
the sun).
• Traveling to the nearest star, you'd be off
course by over 441 billion miles (120 times
the distance from the earth to Pluto)
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Small Details

• Abram took with him “the people they had acquired.”
• This instance of slavery, Abram owning other people, is a
small detail of the story in the ancient world. But it was a
huge deal to early American Quakers, and still is today.
• This will not be the last time that Abram
does/says something that ruffles our
contemporary feathers.

Remember God’s Presence

• “The Lord appeared to Abram…”
• We don’t know the nature of the theophany, but it is clear
that God was present with Abram.
The altar is a “marker” of this
moment.
• There is an old Celtic Christian term
for places where God feels
especially near: “thin places.”

Remember God’s Presence

“We're in the territory, here, of the ineffable: the stuff we
can't express because it's beyond the power of language to
do so. Explanations aren't merely useless; they threaten to
get in the way. The experience of a thin place feels special
because words fail, leaving stunned silence. Anybody who
goes through life with open mind and open heart will
encounter these moments of revelation—moments that are
saturated with meaning, but whose meaning cannot be put
into words.” (Journalist Oliver Burkeman)
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Celebrate God’s Promises

• “To your offspring I will give this land…”
• This promise means that Lot, though beloved by Abram,
will not be the path for God’s blessing.
• This promise is a reminder that Sarai’s
barrenness will not last forever.
• This promise is received by Abram, but
won’t be realized in his lifetime.
• This promise is given while the enemy is
still in control of the land. (v. 6)

Raise Your Voice

• “he called on the name of the Lord…”
• Abram’s worship of God was both in action (altar building)
and word (calling out).
• We don’t know if he shouted, spoke, or sang. But, he
likely responded to God’s provision thus far, God’s promises
for the future, and his continued need of God for the
remainder of the journey.

Bless the Next Generation

• We are now entering a time period where children will
have no idea what phone booths are.
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Bless the Next Generation

Bless the Next Generation

• We are now entering a time period where children will
have no idea what phone booths are.
• Today, passing a phone booth is simply an
opportunity to tell the kids about the time
before everyone had cell phones.
• Each time Abram passes, with his caravan
(and eventually children!), he will see these
altars and have the opportunity to tell the
story of God’s presence in his life.

Closing Reflections

• What moments of your life can you point to that were
“thin places?”
• In what ways has God fulfilled his promises to you? What
promises are you still waiting to see fulfilled?
• What kinds of things are leading you to call out to God in
gratitude or need?
• What kinds of stories are you telling your children and
grandchildren to strengthen their faith?
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