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Deeper Waters
Revering and Receiving Christ

A Proper Center

• Matthew 4:10 – "Worship the Lord your God, and serve
him only."
• Exodus 20:3 – “You shall have no
other gods before me."

A Proper Center

"I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen." (The Apostles’ Creed)
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A Proper Center

• Matthew 4:10 – "Worship the Lord your God, and serve
him only."
• Exodus 20:3 – “You shall have no
other gods before me."
• It is important what is NOT
included here. What things are we
not to worship?

God is Not Idle
9 For

• 2 Chronicles 16:9 –
the eyes of the Lord range
throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are
fully committed to him.
• John 5:23 – 23 A time is coming, and has now come, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father
seeks.
• Not only is God "seeking" worshippers, he is more
concerned with the "spirit and truth" of their worship than
their forms or location.
• We are not the initiators in worship. Our worship is
always a response.

Two Aspects of Worship

• "All of Life" worship means our lives are dedicated to the
service of the King and his call.
• Romans 12:1 – Therefore, I urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship.
• "Punctuate every moment with inward whisperings of
adoration, praise and thanksgiving. Have personal times of
inner worship and confession and Bible study and
attentiveness to Christ, your present Teacher." (Foster)
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Two Aspects of Worship

• "Two or More Gathered" worship means something
unique and valuable happens when we join fellow
Christians to worship with awe, passion, reverence and
unity.
• Matthew 18:20 – Where two or three
gather in my name, there am I with
them.
• "When more than one or two come into public worship
with a holy expectancy, it can change the atmosphere of a
room." (Foster)

Two Aspects of Worship

• Being "gathered" allows us a "unity of spirit that
transcends our individualism" and opens us to a "divine
melting of our separateness.“
• "In worship, we are prone to view
Christ only in his priestly office as Savior
and Redeemer. But, he is also among us
as our Prophet and King." (Foster)
• "Meet together in the name of Jesus... he is your Prophet,
your Shepherd, your Priest, in the midst of you, to sanctify
you, and to feed you with Life." (George Fox)

Worship as a Springboard

• When gathered worship concludes, mission begins, and
change is expected.
• "Just as worship
begins with holy
expectancy, it ends in
holy obedience. If
worship does not propel
us into greater obedience, it has not been worship. Holy
obedience saves worship from becoming an opiate, an
escape from the pressing needs of modern life." (Foster)
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Isaiah 6:1-8

I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were
seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and
with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one
another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole
earth is full of his glory.” 4 At the sound of their voices the
doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled
with smoke. 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean
lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”

Isaiah 6:1-8

6 Then

one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his
hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With
it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched
your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send
me!”

Worship as a Springboard

• To worship is to step more deeply into the glory of God.
• To be surrounded by the glory of God is to realize your
unworthiness.
• To find free
atonement for your
guilt and sin is to seize
the invitation to an
obedient life.
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Closing Reflections

• Ask God to reveal to you anything that has crept into the
center of worship, where only he belongs.
• Thank God that he is seeking us and that our response is a
glad response to being found by him!
• Consider the week that lies before you. How might God
be "sending" you to live in holy obedience?

Deeper Waters
Revering and Receiving Christ
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