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Deeper Waters
Celebrating God’s Goodness

A Canary in a Coal Mine

Exodus 34:18, 22-23

18 Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For seven
days eat bread made without yeast, as I commanded you...
22 Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the first-fruits of the
wheat harvest, and the Festival of Ingathering at the turn
of the year. 23 Three times a year all your men are to appear
before the Sovereign Lord, the God of Israel.
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Party and Pilgrimage

• These three festivals (Passover, Weeks and Booths) were
three significant annual
celebrations in ancient Israel. All three
required a pilgrimage by all men from
their homes to the city of Jerusalem
and the Temple.
• The celebration of these events was
commanded within other covenant
duties of God's people.
• Colossians 2:16-17 tells us that these festivals are a
"shadow" of today's reality of Christ's church.

Party and Pilgrimage

• The Festival of Passover was a celebration of the
goodness of God seen in His rescue of His people from
slavery to Pharaoh through the Exodus and Red Sea
crossing.
• As Christians, should we
not, even more so,
celebrate the goodness of
God seen in His rescue of
His people from sin
through the Cross and
Resurrection?!?

Party and Pilgrimage

• The Festival of Weeks was a celebration of the goodness
of God seen in His gift of the "first-fruits" of grain harvest
and His gift of words of God in Scripture.
• As Christians, should we not, even more so,
celebrate the goodness of God seen in
Christ: the "first-fruits" of resurrection and
the living Word of God?!?
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Party and Pilgrimage

• The Festival of Booths was a celebration of the goodness
of God seen in conclusion
of harvest time and the
in provision of God
during the time of desert
wandering.
• As Christians, should we
not, even more so,
celebrate the goodness
of God we see in the provision for the Church as we await
the full consummation of his Kingdom?!?

Philippians 4:4-8
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not
be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.

Day-to-Day Joy

• A celebratory attitude shouldn't be limited to festivals
and feasts, but extended into everyday life.
• Paul stresses this importance by repeating himself:
Rejoice!!!
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Day-to-Day Joy

• A life of day-to-day joy focuses us on three attributes of
God…
• God's nearness
• Psalm 145:18 – The Lord is near to all who call on
him, to all who call on him in truth.

Day-to-Day Joy

• A life of day-to-day joy focuses us on three attributes of
God…
• God's goodness
• Matthew 7:9-11 – 9 “Which of you, if your son asks for
bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish,
will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to
those who ask him!

Day-to-Day Joy

• A life of day-to-day joy focuses us on three attributes of
God…
• God's peacefulness
• This is a peace that is beyond our ability to fully
understand.
• This is a peace that "guards" both our minds and our
hearts.
• How can you "target" your life toward joy? By directing
your mind.
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Closing Reflections

• How would you rate the "joy level" in your life? Is your
canary falling off its perch?
• Think about the upcoming holiday gatherings you will be
attending or hosting. How can you bring a sense of God's
goodness to them in word or deed?
• What is the biggest barrier for you to experience "day-today" joy? Ask God to help you address it while seeking out
"noble, pure and admirable" things this week.
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